
BRPTV names James Baum President & CEO 

(ROANOKE, VA)—Blue Ridge Public Television (BRPTV) announces the selection of James 
Baum to serve as the station’s next President & CEO. Baum will assume leadership at the station 
beginning January 8, 2007. 
   
Baum’s selection was ratified by the station’s Board of Directors at its Annual Meeting on 

November 8, 2006. “This is an exciting time for public broadcasting: 
the rapid development of new forms of media can enable us to 
deliver on our mission in new ways,” said Steve Blanks, Chair of 
BRPTV’s Board of Directors. “We are confident that James has the 
mix of skills, vision, and technical know-how to lead Blue Ridge 
Public Television toward an exciting future.” 
    
“Blue Ridge Public Television is a tremendous institution that is 
focused on providing quality public media services to the citizens of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains,” said Baum. “I’m honored to have been 
chosen to be a part of the BRPTV team. Personally, my family and I 
are very eager to become members of this wonderful community.” 
    
Baum comes to Blue Ridge Public Television with a wealth of 
leadership experience at public broadcasting stations in a variety of 

markets. Baum joins BRPTV from MontanaPBS, where he was the station’s General Manager. 
Previously he served as President & CEO at KETC-TV and V9 Studios in St. Louis, MO; and at 
WLVT-TV/Lehigh Valley PBS in Bethlehem, PA. He has held executive positions at Louisiana 
Public Broadcasting in Baton Rouge, LA; KRSC-TV in Claremore, OK—which he founded; and at 
various commercial stations in California and Oklahoma. He was also the founding General 
Manager of KHIB-FM Public Radio at Southeastern Oklahoma State University in Durant, OK. 

In addition, Baum retired as a Major after 26 years of service as a Reserve and National Guard 
officer. He was the Commander of the 241st Public Affairs Detachment of the Louisiana Army 
National Guard, with deployment to Europe and to Panama and Honduras during the Honduran-
Nicaraguan conflict. He was awarded the Army Achievement Medal, the Army Commendation 
Medal, and two Superior Unit Citations, among other recognitions and commendations. 

Baum holds a BS in Media Technology from Southeastern Oklahoma State University in Durant, 
OK, with additional education through the Columbia School of Broadcasting in New York and U.S. 
Army coursework at Ft. Benjamin Harrison, IN. He is a member, past or present, of numerous 
boards, including colleges, and civic, cultural, philanthropic, and educational organizations. His 
involvement in and leadership of numerous public broadcasting boards and organizations is 
significant. Currently, he is a member of Association of Public Television Stations (APTS) 
Legislative Advisory Group, and past Chair of the Public Television Association of Missouri and 
the President’s Council of Pennsylvania Public Television Stations.  

The executive search was conducted by Eric Smith, Managing Partner of NETA Consulting. He 
has provided search and management consultation services for many state networks and local 
public broadcasting stations. 
 
About NETA Consulting: 
 
NETA Consulting, administered by the National Educational Telecommunications Association, 
was established in 2002, led by the management team of Ron Bornstein, Eric Smith and Judy 
Weaver. The intent was to help with public broadcasting licensees’ needs for reliable executive 
recruitment and consulting services. Since that time, NETA Consulting has successfully 



completed numerous consulting and recruiting projects. In fact, since 2002, the partners have 
been responsible for the selection of almost 10% of current public television CEOs. 

http://www.netaconsulting.org 

About Blue Ridge Public Television: 

The mission of Blue Ridge Public Television is to enrich people’s lives. As the only locally owned, 
not-for-profit TV station in the southwestern region of Virginia, our purpose is to provide 
educational, informational and cultural programming that fills a unique role as a positive and 
lifelong resource for the communities we serve. 

Blue Ridge Public Television provides the only public television signal for over 2.5 million 
individuals spread across portions of Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, West Virginia, and North 
Carolina. Our broadcast area in Virginia—approximately 14,000 square miles—covers 35% of the 
state. BRPTV produces local programs specifically designed to address the needs and interests 
of our viewers. Our productions serve to preserve the culture and heritage of our coverage area, 
as well as to showcase our region to a broader audience by making our local productions 
available to PBS stations nationwide. BRPTV is comprised of WBRA-TV/DT in Roanoke, WSBN-
TV/DT in Norton, and WMSY-TV/DT in Marion, VA.  

Since 1967, Blue Ridge Public Television has brought education services to the region in 
partnership with 42 public school districts, colleges and universities, and the Virginia Department 
of Education. Every day of every school year, 200,000 schoolchildren and over 10,000 teachers 
use our standards-based on-air and online multi-media resources, technology-rich lesson plans, 
on-site outreach, and professional development opportunities. For our higher education partners, 
we provide pre-service teacher training, internships, and faculty workshops. With community 
agency partners, we meet special needs for literacy skills-building with at-risk youth, adult 
learners and immigrant families. Approximately 2,600 home-schooling families also access the 
resources we offer. We bring the world to learners—in all subjects and at every learning level. 

www.brptv.com 
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